





Friends of DofE Guernsey – Constitution
2021

In this Constitution a reference to the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award (or DofE) shall be a reference to the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award of that name operated under licence to the Youth Commission of Guernsey and Alderney.

1. The Group will be known as ‘Friends of DofE Guernsey’.

2. The aims of the Group shall be to raise funds for the benefit of DofE groups or participants of the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme in the Bailiwick of Guernsey for:
A) Giving financial support for expedition costs;
B) The purchase of kit and equipment for the purposes of expeditions;
C) Financial support for costs incurred in any sectional activity for DofE (volunteering, skills, physical, residential);
D) Support in training costs for DofE leaders;
E) The purchase of resources for the promotion of DofE in the Bailiwick;
F) Anything else deemed appropriate to the further benefit of young people’s access and achievement of DofE in the bailiwick.

3. Without limiting the attainment of the foregoing by any lawful means, the group may in particular:-
i. Embark on appeals for financial and other support, including membership of supporters’ schemes;
ii. Co-operate and enter into contracts with individuals, bodies corporate, institutions and others, wherever situated.

4. The Group shall be run by a committee comprising the Officers and other Trustees as follows:
Officers:	Chairman
		Treasurer
		Secretary
		DofE manager (ex-officio)
And up to 4 committee members of whom at least one should be in the age range of DofE participants.

The Officers shall have the power to co-opt further Trustees as necessary and to fill any vacancy occurring within the Committee until the next Annual General Meeting.

The DofE manager will identify priorities for funding consideration by the Committee and will also be responsible for ensuring that any funds granted are spent appropriately in line with the ethos and principles of the DofE.

5. The quorum of the Committee shall be four members of which two must be Officers.

6. There will be an Annual General Meeting of members in March of each year. An Extra ordinary General Meeting shall be called at the request of the majority of the Committee. Ten days notice of such a meeting shall be given.

7. Members of the Committee shall continue in office until the following AGM of which they will automatically retire and be eligible for election.

8. General members will be those registered as a ‘Friend of DofE Guernsey’.

9. Nominations for membership of the Committee must be received by the Secretary in writing 48 hours before the AGM.  Each nominee must be a registered member of the Friends of DofE Guernsey and must be nominated by two members.  Nominations have to be approved by a majority of members present. In the event of more nominations than vacancies on the committee, a vote shall be taken by the AGM.
 
10. The Committee shall recommend the amount of annual subscription, if any, which shall be sanctioned by a simple majority of the members at each AGM.

11. In the case of equality of votes at any meeting of the Committee, the Chairman for the time being shall have a second or casting vote.

12. The Group may at any time be dissolved by a three-quarters majority vote and any assets, after discharging all debts and liabilities, shall be transferred to the control of the DofE Manager for the benefit of DofE activities undertaken in the Bailiwick of Guernsey, or in the situation where there are no such activities, to the Duke of Edinburgh’s award UK.

13. Should Guernsey’s licence to operate the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme in the Bailiwick cease, all assets of the Group shall be apportioned as aforesaid in Clause 11.

14. The Committee shall have the power to amend the Constitution by a three quarter majority vote at a formal general Meeting, the Chairman having a casting vote if necessary. Any changes must be approved by the South East Regional DofE office.

15. Bank accounts will be kept at a bank agreed by the Committee and the authorised signatories shall be any two of the Chairman, Treasurer and Secretary. The financial year shall end on the 31st December and the accounts will be submitted to an auditor appointed by the Committee. 
